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A number bond is the number that you add another number to reach a target number, for example 6 and 4 are 
number bonds to 10. 

Knowing the combination of numbers that make 10 forms an important part in number work in key stage 1 and 
forms the foundations of number work in key stage 2. When learning these it is useful to learn the inverse 
(opposite) number facts alongside.

ADDITION SUBTRACTION

0 + 10 = 10 10 ς10= 0

1 + 9 = 10 10 ς9 = 1 

2 + 8 = 10 10 ς8 = 2

3+ 7 = 10 10 ς7 = 3

4 + 6 = 10 10 ς6 = 4

5 + 5 = 10 10 ς5 = 5

6 + 4 = 10 10 ς4 = 6

7 + 3 = 10 10 ς3 = 7

8 + 2 = 10 10 ς2 = 8

9 + 1 = 10 10 ς1 = 9

10 + 0 = 10 10 ς0 = 10 

As confidence with number bonds to 10 grows, children can begin to learn number bonds to 20, 50 and 100. The 
quick recall of these is essential for good mental calculation work. 


























